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My FELLow-COUNTRYMEN, 


2 Tur day approaches faſt, in which we muſt 


caſt the laſt lot for ourſelves, for our wives, for 


our children, and our poſterity. The ancient and 
venerable fabric of our Government; our old 
and hereditary Freedom; our juſt and equal 
Laws; our ſacred Chriſtian Eſtabliſnment; this 
fair and cultivated Iſland; this vaſt and endear- 
ing population, of every age and ſex; the ſcenes 


of induſtry and comfort that every where ſur- 
round us; and every means of procuring or ſecur- 
ing peace and ſolid contentment on this ſide of our 


graves ;—all are brought, by the tide of events, 
to their laſt hazard, and are made to depend 
for ever upon our conduct in THE APPROACH-= 


ING HOUR oF OUR TRIAL. 


a2 | In 


In offering to you a few thoughts ſuggeſted by 
the contemplation of a criſis ſo extremely awful 
and ſevere, let me endeavour to obtain for a few 
moments your attention and confidence, by 


laying claim to the moſt perfect independence of 


political principle and opinion; by diſclaiming, 
in the moſt ſolemn and unequivocal manner, 
every concern or intereſt whatever in party- politics 
or party-politicians ; and by declaring, that, in 
the preſent alarming condition of my country, 
I can conceive no other diſtinction amongſt us 
than that by which all Europe and all Chriſten- 
dom are now unhappily diſtinguiſhed ; namely, 
the intereſts of anarchical tyranny, of impiety, and 
FRANCE; and thoſe of regulated freedom, of re- 


ligion, and of ENGLAND. It has never been my 


perſonal lot to taſte, in the ſmalleſt portion, of 
Court or Miniſterial favour ; ſo that my anxiety 
in the preſent juncture can only be inſpired by 
that one great intereſt common to us all—of 
being Ax ENGLISHMAN, BORN TO FREEDOM 
BY INHERITANCE, AND POSSESSING IT. The 
mere thought of ſeeing this precious birth- right 


wreſted from me, fills me with agony ; and the 


impious attempt of invading 45 calls up all my 
reſentment. 3 
With theſe Catia. 1 four ſuch 


5 I may venture to proceed to re- 


lieve 
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lieve thoſe feelings which attach me to the name 


of England, by offering you one ſhort and laſt 
addreſs before we are 2 8 called to our ſeveral 
taſks, to take our reſpective ſhares in the labour, 
and, I pray God, in the 6Lory alſo, of the day. 
Much time has been afforded us to think and 
to talk, and to adapt our feelings to our fate, 


but that time is nowat an end; the time is now 


arrived, in which we all muſt Acr; and I need 


not to remark, that the only rule to direct our 


acting in this, as in every other occaſion, muſt be 
OUR DUTY. By ouR DUTY, and by that alone, 


we are to be guided under our approaching trial; 
andi it is, moſt aſſuredly, high time for us to 

make ality es familiar with a rule, on the due 
| ule of which depends every em intereſt that 
we can hold dear. 


The particular objects towards which our duty 


now commands our attention, are Four :— 
I. Our FAuILY : II. Oux CounTRY :— 


III. Our SovEREION:—and, IV. Our Go. 
If we keep heſe oljects ſteadily in our view, and 
conduct ourſelves towards them inflexibly by 


_ that rule, we may venture, without preſump— 


tion, to conſider ourſelves as ſafe, impreg- 


nable, and in the end victorious. 


We are ſummoned forth, My Fellow Country- 


men to act as becomes brave and honeſt men, good 
Chriſtians, and faithful ſubjects and fellow-cit:s 


LY 
Zens, againſt a combination of reſolute and fero- 
cious enemies, conſiſting of Four diſtinct and 
formidable bands; and nothing but the moſt 
STEADY UNION among ourtelves, the moſt 
DETERMINED TEMPER towards each other, 
and the moſt nzRotc VALOUR in our common 
efforts, can enable us to ſubdue them. | 

I. The jir/ and foremoſt of theſe enemies, is | 
that inſulting and ſanguinary foe, who has thrown 14 
all Chriſtendom out of the poſſeſſion of peace, 
and who ſtill ſtrives, with unabated fury, to 
| ſink the whole- into deſolation and ruin. This 
| foe conſiſts of the TyranTts of France, 
together with the various armies that their | 
uſurpation has brought under their obedi- | 
ence; and who, inſulting all mankind with 
| the name of Liberty, are endeavouring, by | 
| eyery power of intenſe tyranny, to extinguiſh _ 
the FREEDOM of Britain, which alone is able 
| to offer them an effectual oppoſition. Such 
| are the DIRECTORY oF FRANCE, and all the 
innumerable inſtruments of their ferocity and 
R ' Pillage. But, when we call to mind, My 
| Countrymen, how long, through the mercy of 
| Providence, FREEDOM has been a treaſure of 
Britiſh inheritance ; that, before thoſe blood- 
| _ ſuckers of Europe had begun to liſp and to 
3 diſgrace the name of Liberty, our Engliſh an- 
| ceſtors 


TN 


0 
4 


1 
ceſtors were in the quiet poſſeſſion and familiar 


practice of that FREEDOM which they have 
faithfully tranſmitted down to us; when we call 


all this to mind, we ſhall ſcarcely, I truſt, be- 
come the dupes of their frantic artifices, or 


ſurrender up ſo ſterling a treaſure for a coun- 
terfeit ſo miſchievous and falſe. 


II. Our ſecond enemy, and I bluſh to de- 


ſcribe him, is, that body of degenerate and 
apoſtate Britons - thoſe unnatural and conſum- 
mate traitors - ſold to the intereſts of France, and 
veaned from every ſentiment of ſocial tenderneſs 
for the land of their nativity, who live diſ- 


perſed and concealed amongſt us; miſcreants 
who, under the cover of an infamous ſecreſy, 
ſtand ready to inflict a wound of death on the 
heart of their country, and to yield up their fellow 
countrymento miſery, proſcription, and the ſword. 
I am willing to grant, that theſe MonsTzRs, 
confidered in themſelves, or in reſpect to vs, may 


be few in number; but, conſidered as acting in 


concert with an army of ſucceſsful invaders, as 


inſtructed in all their ways, and zealous to pro- 
mote and imitate all their atrocities, they are 


too many, and too great. My Countrymen, 
NOTE THESE WELL | Thele are, by many 


degrees, our moſt real, moſt determined, and 
moſt deſtructive enemies. 


44 III. The 


Ku 
III. The ird deſcription of enemy (and it 


is one which I view with fingular anxiety,) is the 
French Army (if I may ſo deſcribe them) 


already landed within our country; and conſiſt- 


ing of no leſs than between twenty and thirty 


_ thouſand French priſoners of war; men enured to 


martial practices, and accuſtomed to a rapacious 
warfare ; and conſtrained only by walls, eafily to 
be broken through, as ſoon as the military guard 
which now defends them ſhall be called in part 


away, to oppoſe the progreſs of a foreign invader. 
—And to this number, I fear we muſt expect, 
from the corruption of human nature, to add 
ſome renegadoes of the various foreigners who 
now fatten on the riches of our land; and even 


ſome from among the Emigrants themſelves, who 
will not ſcruple to bring down ſhame and ruin on 
the honourable and virtuous part of their unfor- 
tunate brethren, by making us the price of their 

peace and reſtoration at home. 

IV. The fourth and laſt enemy, is the great maſs 

of Rocves, ViLLAaixs, and VAGABONDS, 


who ſwarm in every country, and who are 


only kept in check by the vigilance of the 
laws, and by the quick and vigorous admi- 


niſtration of public juſtice. Theſe will of courſe 


avail themſelves of the firſt moment of general 
confuſion, to commit thoſe acts of outrage, of 
Allage, and of violation of every kind, in the 
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metropolis and throughout the interiour of the 


kingdom, to which their characters impel them, 
and from which the activity, of the law, and the 


force poſſeſſed by nnn, at preſent deter 


them. 
Soc are the POUR ; deſcriptions of enemies 


_ combination threatens our proſperity, our 
independence, and even our very exiſtence; and 
againſt whom Our Dury now ſummons us 


forth to act, in earneſt and with zeal, on behalf 
of our Families, our Country, our King, and our 
God. I need not take up time to point out to 
you, how formidable the union of four ſuch 
bloody aſſociates muſt prove to us all, if ever 
they can accompliſh an union; nor what perfect 
determination and energy of conduct is required 
on our part, in order to prevent it. Af you conſi- 
der them well, either as ſingle or united, you muſt 
plainiy ſee, that the GREATEST DEGREE of 
vigour, of union, and of activity, is the very 


LEAST that we muſt pretend to contribute. 


I. What we owe to our FAMILIEs, will be 
beſt prompted- by our hearts ; which, if I miſ- 


take not, will warmly tell us, that we owe to 


them the ſtouteſt PaoTrzecTION that our hands 
can give. All WE, whoſe houourable lot it is 
to be now called forth to act in the public cauſe, 
* hs conſiſt of all ages between teen and 

8 | Sy | ſixty, 
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fixty, have either parents, or ſiſters, or wives, 4 
or children, or all. To protect them with our 
utmoſt ability againſt the ſtorm of miſery which / 
threatens them, is the leaſt duty we can owe them; 
and let us MARK THIS WELL, that according to 
the defence we make, fo will be their final ſecurity. — | 
Tf our defence is weak, we may well ſhudder x | 
at the thought of the horrors to which we f 
| ſurrender them. Ruin, RAvISHMENT, and 1 
. Mass AcRE, are the only deſtinies that can at- 4 
' tend them; as the horrible proof of experience _ : 
0 and example demonſtrate with too much certainty. 5 
| If we will therefore ſo wiſely ule our imaginations as q 2 
dio let them miniſter to our reaſon and our hearts, by {(: ; 
| picturing to us the aged periſhing in ſhame, po- 1 
| verty, and deſpair ; our wives, and our ſiſters, j 2 
inſulted, raviſhed, and abandoned; and our 1 


darling infants deſolate, famiſhed, and forgot 
ten.— If, I ſay, we will wiſely foreſtall in fancy 1 : 


| this horrible but certain conſequence of defeat, 4 9 
[i I can ſcarcely permit myſelf to doubt, that the 1 
in- born freedom, the honeſt pride, the courage, 2 

| and the virtue of England, will break out into =” 
| a flame of heroic valour from one end of the iſland y V 
| totheother; giving defiance to every foe, and co- ö A 
| vering every hoſtile device with ruin and confuſion. Fl p 
II. Secondly, We owe to our COUNTRY every ule / Ec 


of our PERSONS and our PROPERTY. But when 
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1 
only be uſed by our country in ſupporting the 


general cauſe, we ſhall perceive, that what we 


exert for our country, we in truth exert for our- 


ſelves, or for thoſe dearer to us than ourſelves : 


that the ſacrifices we now make, whatever they 


may be, will finally return, to us or to them, in 


the ſhape of Security, Proſperity, and Peace.— 


At the preſent moment, the firſt and A" 


commandment of our duty 1s, to unite and 
co-operate, with heart and hand, to ſupport 
and ſtrengthen the lawful authority of govern- 
ment; to relieve it from the embarraſſments and 


diſtractions of unprincipled oppoſition ; and to 


aſſiſt in giving energy and diſpatch to all the 
meaſures which it is called upon to uſe, for 
applying our public force to the defeat and e con- 
fuſion of our public enemy. : 

Every conduct different from this, whether 


it be of obſtructing the action of government, 


or of withholding 5 it the vigour we are able 


to impart to it, is of THE SAME STAMP; both 


are in obſtinate rebellion to the plaineft dictates 
of duty. As the laws of moſt countries have in- 
volved 1n the guilt of murder, not only the active 


aſſaſſin, but the idle ſpectator who might have 


prevented the deed ; ſo do reaſon and ſentiment 


equally impeach, at the bar of public opinion, 


thoſe who idly look on upon the violation of their 


1 


country, as thoſe who are active in its violation. 


Our duty, therefore, calls loudly upon us to diſ- 
play every virtue of a good citizen and a faithful 


ſubject; to awaken a Principle of courageous fide- 
lity, of confidence in, and ſubmiſſion to, the 
public authority; and to be aſſiſting, to the ut- 


moſt of our power, in removing thoſe various 


obſtructions, which muſt always more or leſs em- 


barraſs a charge ſo arduous and difficult as that 
of Civ IL GOVERNMENT. It is our duty, 
at the PRESENT HOUR, to promote, by the 


force of private example, a ſpirit of Disc1- 


| PLINE, by which alone we can reaſonably hope 


to end with triumph the great conteſt in which 


we have ſo long been engaged; and to concur 
zealouſly with government, by every poſſible 
method, for the deſtruction of the common ene- 


my ;—whether by facing that enemy upon the 
coaſts,—or by encountering the firſt attempts of 
internal treaſon, —or by readily furrendering our 


appointed to remove them beyond the reach of 
the | invader, —or by being forwardly active in 
alſiſting to drive them ourſelves, Whenever a 
people is fo largely aſſailed as to be compelled to 
ſtand up TOGETHER in their own defence, they 


then neceffarily aſſume the charater of an im- 


menſe ARMY. They bring together all their 
1 indi- 


| cattle and ſtock to the truſt of thoſe who may be ” 


1 


13 1 


individual means of force, in order to employ them 
by the he rule. As that rule is peculiar to mili- 
tary art, they are obliged to adopt the proceſs which 
military ſcience only can teach; to admit all 
its principles, and to conform to all its regula- 
tions; and thus they become able to direct their 
ſeveral diſunited and multitudinous powers, with 
UNION, DExTERITY, ENERGY, and Dis- 
PATCH. Hence we may trace the obvious rea- 
fon, why military authority has in every age and 
nation ſuperfeded for a ſhort time municipal law, 
whenever an enemy has brought his attack into 
the bolom and bowels of a country. Hence | 
allo the cauſe of that ſucceſs, by which unmili- | 
tary bodies have C» often been rendered able to 
oppoſe, encounter, and defeat, the moſt for- 
midable military arrays. Suck, My Coun- 
trymen, is our preſent caſe; and we may 
eſteem ourſelves to be highly happy, that mea- 
ſures are ſo wiſely and ably prepared for putting 
every thing in train to this end, and for convert- 
ing us into a military hoſt, whenever our infatu- 
ated foe ſhall come and court his ruin on our 
fields. This converſion of nations into military 
hoſts, this tranſition from civil to military power 
in the hour of extreme public danger, in order 
that every man may be able to render that ſer- 
Vice my won wound nen be feeble or 


. uſeleſs, 


1 
uſeleſs, — this, I ſay, is the natural proceſs of all 
well-regulated and well-conſtituted ſocieties ; and 
proceeds from that univerſal principle of reaſon 
by which it has always been held, —* That 
EVERY MANI BORN HIS COUNTRY'S SOLDIER | 
in the LAST RESOURCE.” | | f 
I his illuſtrious principle however, gives the | | ” 
grcateſt annoyance, the deepeſt affliction, and the 
moſt fincere alarm, to the ſecond claſs of thoſe ene- 
mies which I have already deſcribed. They think, 
and with great truth, that it preſents to them an 
obſtacle beyond their power to ſurmount. Accord- 
ingly, they apply themſelves with all their accuſ- 
tomed induſtry to the means of fraud and delu- 
ſion, and endeavour to inſpire us with a jealouſy 
of military power; hoping that the public decla- 
ration of ſuch a jealouſy on our part, may prevent 
that impediment from being applied. But, My 
Countrymen, let us ſmile with pity or coatempt 
at the weakneſs and ſtupidity of ſuch an artifice. 
—* Military power exerciſed OVER a nation,” and 
« 4 nation ITSELF raiſed up into)military energy,” 2 
—are things as widely different as day and night. j 
THEY indeed may know, by the promptings of | 
their conſciences, that they belong to the former 
of thoſe caſes; THEY may be fenſible, that they 4 
| are the proper objects for the exerciſe of that | 
military force which they behold in us, and at ' 
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| unnatural efforts of internal treaſon. 
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. which they tremble. But wE, my countrymen, 
belong to the latter caſe; and if, while WE are 

wrought up into military vigour in order to be 
able to oppole and overwhelm a//.our enemies, 
foreign or domeſtic, open or concealed, THEY feel 


themſelves deprived of the power of openly: exer- 
ciſing their plots of treaſon, and are galled by the 


preſſure of our ranks, let us,rejoice in our formi- 


dable ſtrength, and never ſuffer it to be weakened 
and unnerved by the arts of their treachery and cun- 
ning. No, My Fellow Countrymen let them 


_ gnaſh theteeth, and burſt with ditappointment, at 
the poſture of our defence; but God forbid that 


we ſhould be ſo funk in folly, as to be cozened 
and taken in by their artifice, or give up that 


ſolid ſecurity which, by God's bleſſing, we now 
hold in our hands. As military ſtrength is the 


ſtrongeſt of all, ſo our national ſtrength will then 
be mall ſtrong when it ſhall have aſſumed a military 
ſhape, —When we are able, in the moment cf 
extreme emergency, to act together, AT ONCE, 
from .O0NE HEAD, and employing all our memy 
bers to ONE AND THE SAME END. when uni- 


formity and exactneſs of diſcipline and tem- 


per are adopted and promoted amongſt us ALL, 
then may we bid defiance, under God, to the 
utmoſt fury of external war, and to the moſt 
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im. Thirdly, We owe to our Kine every 
thing that juſtice, and honour, and freedom 
independent of his power, can ſuggeſt to the 


heart of a Briton. We owe him the duty of 
ALLEGIANCE, diſcharged with a | ſentiment 
of affectionate LoYALTY. equal to his virtues, 
equal to his rigid fidelity to the engagements of 
his crown, and equal to his inflexible adherence 


to the honour and independence of this Empire. 


We owe to him, My Countrymen, to coun- 
teract, in every way and with the utmoſt dili- 
gence, the baſe. and cowardly arts which have 


been ſo long and fo ſucceſsfully exerciſed by the 


traitors of the realm, in concert with the foreign 
foe, for degrading his office and perſon to the level 
of the loweſt and moſt ſcurrilous ribaldry, in order 


to ſap thoſe foundations of duty and allegiance, on 


which our mild and temperate monarchy is built. 
We owe to him, to reſtore back to his AUT Ho- 
RITY, that decent and neceflary reſpect of which 
it has been ſo infamoufly abridged; and to diſ- 
charge, to his PERSONAL CHARACTER, that 
debt of juſtice and high eſteem, which the profli- 
gacy and'meanneſs of faction ſo reſalutely and ſo 
{candalouſly withhold from i it. We owe to him, 


to co-operate faithfully, in our capacity of ſub- 


jects, with his magnanimous and unremitting ex- 


ertions, as CHIEF MAGISTRATE, in the diſcharge 
F $3411 1-8 71 19 * 1. of 
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of his high duties. We owe to him, to ſkreen 
him, with all the gallantry of honour, with all 
the determination of virtue, from the daſtardly 


attacks to which his Regal Eminence may expoſe 
his life, his perſon, or his happineſs, from the 
traiterous monſters of the age. We owe to him, 


in ſhort, every thing that freedom, that honour, 


that eſteem, that gratitude can inſpire into ge- 


nuine Britiſh hearts, unwarped and undiſeaſed 

by the poiſonous influence of France. | 
IV. Laſtly, my Countrymen, we have great 

and very weighty duties to diſcharge towards 


ALMIGHTY Gop; the obſerver and judge of us 


all; in the hour which Hz will preſently aſſign for 
the trial of this nation. To Him, ds all 


our duties ultimately belong; and thoſe that 
we have already conſidered are therefore our 


duties, becauſe they are manifeſtly His Ill, 
and are conformable to the principles which He 


| has. implanted. But, beſides theſe, there are 


duties of which Hx is the immediate object; 


and which ariſe out of that ſingular ſituation in 


which His Goodneſs has placed us, and out 


of that relation in which we ſtand towards 


our enemies. In THIS LAND, HE has eſta- 


} bliſhed a ſanctuary for that ſacred Goſpel, whoſe 


purity was reſtored at the Reformation after many 
ages of ſuperſtitious corruption; and which was 


then 


(#7 
then committed in its native form to this favoured 
 ifland, where, by His Good Providence, it ſtill 
continues, ſecure and unmoleſted. Cut off from 


the continent of Europe, we may perhaps live to 


ſee a moral reaſon for our geographical ſeparation. 
In the diſorder which the myſterious Wiſdom of 
God now ſuffers to diſturb more or leſs the body 


of Chriſtendom, it may perhaps be His awful | 


plan to ſecure here that Goſpel againſt which 

the gates of liell will never finally prevail; and 
at a future day to diſpenſe again from this retreat 
that trealure of pure religion, which the intereſts 
of impiety and atheiſtical fury, now raging over 
the continent of Chriſtendom, are every where 
endeavouring to annihilate.— We tremble, 
when we hear it publiſhed under the ſanction 


of a French Legiſlature,.— No Monarcuy | 


above, if we wiſh to preſerve our REPUBLIC 
below ;” but when we allo hear it avowed, 


that The FRENCH REPUBIIC and the 


BRITISH ConsrTITUTION cannot both exiſt 


together,” our terror is changed to exultation ; 


and we trace with a reaſonable and pious joy the 
union thus marked out, between our country 
and our Chriſtian profeſſion. When we view the 
Preſent condition of the Chriſtian World; when 
we ſee the awful termination of that PAP Al. 
SOVEREIGNTY, from whoſe authority iſſued 
the corruptions that have caſt a ſhade over 
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the Chriſtian name during ſo many ages; 
when we perceive the faireſt part of the 
nations where thoſe corruptions prevailed deli- 
vered up to the rule of poſitive impiety; and 
when we ſee the Goſpel faith ſecured within the 
inſular fortreſs of this happy land, in all the pu- 
rity with which it was firſt promulgated ; we 
cannot but ſuſpect that the Counſels of God are 
working to ſome great end of that diſpenſation; 
and that WE, to whom this ſacred depoſit is 
| confided, are bound, under a moſt heavy reſpon- 
ſibility, to diſcharge the duties preſcribed by the 
ſingularity of our poſition. Under this appre- 
henſion, we can do no leſs than ſtand forward 
with our utmoſt zeal, to oppoſe the inroads of 
that un-Chriſtian power in this land; to give 
all honour to the Chriſtian Law, by exemplary 
| obedience to its commands ; and to defend the 
Chriſtian Cauſe, ſo diſtinctly aſſigned to our 
truſt. Not in a ſpirit of cruſade, not with tlie 
rancour of bigotry ; but calmly, ſoberly, and 
with Chriſtian valour, to interpoſe our lives be- 
tween our religion and the enemy. 
Thus, My Fellow Countrymen, I have endea- 
voured to point out the great objects towards which 
our duty now commands our attention; and to re- 
preſent, ina general way, the nature of the conduct 
which that particular duty preſcribes. There, 
remains, however, one remark, the importance 
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1 
ofwhich demands your moſt ſerious concern. 
Never did the Britiſh name receive ſo black a 


ſtain as from the extent of treaſon now circu- 


lating within the kingdom. Every day brings out 


to light new and frightful proofs of the deepeſt and 


moſt connected ſyſtem, for ſubverting the conſti- 
tution in concert with the enemy, for creating a | 


general confuſion by the moſt flagitious of means, 


and for abandoning the wealth, the honours, the 


beauty, and infancy of Britain, to, plunder, to 
proſcription, to violation, and to miſery. My 


Countrymen, will poſterity believe, that, in 


a moment ſo dreadful, ſo pregnant with 


miſchief and diſtruction, there could exiſt in 


any man a fear or a ſhyneſs of delivering up to 


Juſtice perſons implicated in, or any way con- 
nected with, ſuch atrocities? that the cunning 


of treaſon thould have ſucceeded in teaching the 
public mind to take fright at the name of an 1N- 


FORMER, or ſhould have ſeduced any perſons 


to conſider that to be an act of diſgrace, which is in 


truth the firſt act of honeſt duty, and of principled 


courage? that any ſhould have ſuffered themſelves 
to be made ſuch Fools, as to allow miſcreants 
to conſpire for their ruin, and ſhrink back from 
the taſk of giving public information, through 
ſome vague and undefined delicacy towards the 
- conſpirators? If the public opinion has, in 
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any inſtance, been ſo unfortunately twiſted and 
beſotted as to conceive it diſhonourable to trace 
out, and bri ing forward to the bar of public juſtice, 


thoſe who are plotting the deſtruction of us all, of 


our wives, of our c: :ildren, and of our Property ; let 


us, without loſs of time, rectify fo ſad and ſhame- 


ful an error, and | raiſe up to honour every effort 
that can drag forth treaſon from its lurking- 
place, that can ſaatch the viper from the boſom 
which it is preparing to ſting, an can bring down 
upon its head that juſt vengeance which the voice 
of God and of man denounce againſt | it. For my- 
| elf My Countrymen, if ever it be my good for- 
tune to get upon tlie train of any ſecret treaſon, 
I pledge myſelf to be as forward to diſplay by 
example, as now to Profeſs i in words, my firm 
conviction, that to be the means of bringing treaſon 
to its condign puniſhment to be AN INFORMER, 
if you pleaſe, in ſuch a cauſe and to be there- 
fore inſtrumental in the preſervation of my coun- 
try, would be one of the moſt conſoling Ho- 
NOURS, as it is uriqueſtionably « one of the moſt 
commanding DUTIES; that could attach upon 
a BRITISH FEA: 2 
And now, My Countrymen, conclude” my 
adreſs; offering you that FAREWELL, which 
the "buſy nature of tlie times ſeems now to 
require. I have, on ſome former occaſions; ven- 
he turcd 


tured to obtrude on your notice the ſuggeſtions 


of my heart; i and I flatter myſelf that thoſe ſug- 


geſtions, in ſome partial inſtances, have even 


gained your approbation. We are now about to 


ſeparate and diſperſe, to reſort to our reſpe&tive 


poſts, and to prepare ourſelves for that GREAT | 
TRIAL, Which 1s to terminate the bitter conteſt | 


in which Chriſtendom has been ſo long engaged. 
Under what circumſtances we may meet again, 


is a reflection that muſt fill the ſtouteſt heart with 


awe : — Thus much, however, we may venture 
to ſay, that, if we meet under felf- reproach and 
ſhame, we ſhall aſſuredly alſo meet in sL Ay ERY, 
MISERY, and RUIN : that, if we meet with /e/f- 
applauſe and honour, we ſhall moſt probably meet 
alſo in FREEDOM, PROSPERITY, and PEACE.— 
Let me now, therefore, earneſtly requeſt, My 
Countrymen, (if the requeſt be not found irk- 
ſome,) that, theſe few remarks may be reſerved 


for a {econd peruſal, when each of you ſhall xetire 


to your poſt of duty. I have rendered their 
buls as little troubleſome as I was able, and 
A have certainly compreſſed within them the moſt 


momentous objects to which you can direct your 


thoughts. They may ſuggeſt to you many other 
important reflections, beſides thoſe- which are 
_ expreſſed ; and it may be ſome. {ſmall inducement 
to Joy. to yield to. n requeſt, and to give them 

a further 
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a further conſideration, that they are the honeſt, 
thay imperfect, effuſions of 


| 4 Independent Palircian, 
4 Firm Chriſtian, 


AND 


A Free-Born Briton. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


rr cannot be out of place to ſubjoin here the lively and 


forcible leſſons by which an ancient ſage has inculcated 
the duties of vxioN and FORESIGHT, which are now- 


ſo ſolemnly impoſed upon us all. —I ſhall leave to thoſe 
who may read to draw out the moral. 


— 


The Fable f * Lion and the 3 Bulls. | 


F OCR Bus, that had entered into a very ſtrict union, 
kept always near one another, and fed together. The Lion 


often ſaw them, and wiſhed to make one of them his prey; 
but though he could eaſily have maſtered any of them s ix Y. 
he was afraid to attack THE WHOLE ALLIANCE, At length, 
perceiving that no attempt could be made upon them as long 


as the combination lafted; e ok occaſion, by whiſpers and 


hints, to foment jealouſies and raiſe diviſions among them. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


This ſtratagem ſucceeded ſo well that the yur 1s grew cold 
and reſerved towards one another; which ſoon after ripened 


into a downright hatred and averſion, and at lat ended in a 


total ſeparation. The Lion had now obtained his ends; and, 
though he found it impoſſible to hurt them while they were 
UNITED, he found no difficulty, now they were pIvID ED, 
to ſeize and devour every bull one after another. 


PLPLIPLLLNS 


The Fable of the Sabvalloao and other Birds. 


A Swallow, obſerving an huſbandman employed in ſowing 
hemp, called the birds together, and informed them what 
the farmer was about. He told them, that hemp was the 
fatal material from which nets, ſo deſtructive to the feathered 
race, were compoſed; and adviſed them To Join UNANI1- 


MOUSLY in picking it up, in order to prevent the conſequences. 


The Birds, either diſbelieving his information, or neglecting 
his advice, gave themſelves no trouble about the matter, In 
a little time, the hemp appeared above ground: the friendly 


| ſwallow again addrefled himſelf to them, told them it was 
NOT YET TOO LATE, provided they would immediately 


ſet about the work, BEFORE THE SEEDS HAD TAKEN 
TOO DEEP ROOT. But they ſtill rejected his advice, where- 
fore he forſook their ſociety, repaired for ſafety to towns 
and cities, there built his habitation, and kept his reſidence. 

ne day, as he was flying along the ſtreet, he happened ta 
| ſee a large parcel of thoſe very birds, impriſoned in a cage, 
on the ſhoulders of a bird-catcher. Unhappy wretches, ſaid 
he, you now FEEL the puniſhment of your former neglect. 


But thoſe who, having no foreſight of their own, deſpiſe 


the w HOLESOME ADMONITION OF THEIR FRIENDS, 
deſerve the miſchiefs which their own obſtinacy or ne gli 
joe brings upon their heads, 


I CANNOT refrain, My Commit 
from introducing here by way of appendix to 
my addreſs, ſome intereſting obſervations, that 
have arrived moſt happily to confirm the princi- 
ples, on which I have ventured fo ſanguinely to 
exhort you to UNION and PERSEVERANCE in 
our preſent conteſt; and which have completely 
fixed me in the belief I have always entertained, 
that ſuch conduct will not fail to be recompenſed 
by the moſt glorious of refults. 'Some feeble 
and purblind minds have been puzzled to 
conceive, how it is poſſible for any re/ifance on 
our part, though reſolute, to ſubdue an ene- 
my, eſpecially one fo powerful and trium- 
phant as the Republic of France; and 
they have therefore perſuaded themſelves, that 
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the utmoſt that ſuch a defenſive ſyſtem can effect, 
is to protract the period, when the eſtabliſhed 
Empire of French Democracy ſhall be able to 
diſcharge its Tyranny over us. And this forlorn 
and indefinite proſpect has ſunk them into that 
ſpiritleſs and unmanly ſtate of thought, to which 
their natures muſt otherwiſe have been prone. 
To oppoſe reaſon to ſuch deſpondency has never 
been a taſk of difficulty; there have exiſted, 
during the whole progreſs of the conteſt, the 
moſt clear and triumphant reaſons againſt this 
fallacy of deſpair; but it is the known nature 
of ſuch a ſtate of mind, to repel every force of 
argument however ſtrong. For this cauſe I ſhall 
not here adduce mere argument; but argument 
fo accompanied by authority, as to rouſe the 
mind out of its lethargy. If a reaſonable 
ground for hoping ſucceſs, and a probable 
forefight of the moment when it may arrive, 
can ſtimulate us to perſevere in the labour that 
remains to be accompliſhed ; if to fee how theſe 
glorious ends may be obtained, can become a mo- 
tive to induce us to purſue them; then, let us 
contemplate wel! the following obſervations of 
a man, diſtinguiſhed no leſs for political acuteneſs 
than for military ability of a FRENCYMAN ; 
and 


1 


Quand of an anxious obſerver of the complicated 


events, which for ſome years paſt have filled up the 
tragic ſcene of Europe. It is no other than 
the celebrated DUMOURIEZ, who thus 
reaſons of the inevitable conſequences that 
muſt follow an unſucceſsful attempt at invaſion 
on the part of France, produced by the valour, 
the patriotiſin, and the united powers of England. 

Let us weigh well the ſound ſenſe they contain; 
and then let us manfully reſolve, that nothing 
ſhall induce us to relax from a ſyſtem of ſturdy 
and reſolute reftance, whoſe effect, if perſiſted 
in to its due term, will be tantamount to, and 
mult neceſſarily produce. every conſequence of, 
TRIUMPH to vs, and gui to the ENEMY, 
that could reward the moſt active efforts of 
offenſive atchievement. 


2 this expedition SHOULD NOT SUCCEED, 
„ which very poſſibly it may not; if the invincible 
« fleets of the Engliſh gain one decifive battle 
« over the French, Spaniſh, and Batavian fleets, 
« combined or ſeparately ; if the Engliſh Na- 
« tion, equally proud, equally - ſpirited, and 
« equally animated by national hatred as tte 
French, repels the French Army immediately 
. . * on 
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on its deſcent, or deſtroys, or forces it to re- 


embark with loſs; if its communication with 
the fea is cut off; if it is weakened, haraſſed, 


ſtarved, and in ſhort fails in this important 


expedition, which can zur ONCE be at- 


tempted o A LARGE SCALE,* and which, if 
executed partially and in detail, may fail of 
faccefs ; THEN, France is completely undone ; 


all her laurels wither ; her allies will deſert 


and turn againſt her; the other powers of 


Europe will attack her on every fide; ſhe will 


have loſt the flower of her warriours, and the 
reputation of her arms; ſhe will be without 


money; and internal feuds WILL con- 


PLETE HER RUIN. 


« Another danger which achse to the 
Members of the Directory and the Councils, 


vill reſult from the deſpair and revenge of the 


troops, who will conſider themſelves as ſacri- 
ficed to the temerity and ambition of that 


« ABHORRED OL1GARCHY. Theſe ſoldiers, 


who form at preſent the only ſupport of their 
tyrannical power, will then turn againſt them, 
and be invited to do fo by the general wiſh 
of the nation, It is at PAR Is they will then 


ſeek tor the reward and pillage they are pro- 


* See Tas, BRITISH Lion, page 25. 


1 
ee miſed to obtain in Ex LAN PD. The Generals 
cc themſelves will either become the firſt victims 
of the fury of the troops, (which may be ex- 
C cuſed,) or ſhare in their inn. and re- 
« volt. 7 5 
Nor is it even e that the a 
in England ſhould terminate in a cataſtrophe 
&« diſgraceful for the French Arms, to bring on 
„ that military exploſion againſt the preſent 
government of France; it will ſuffice for this 
« purpoſe, that the expedition be long pro- 
ce trafted or abandoned after having been an- 
« nounced in ſuch emphatic ſtrains. The 
«© affemblage of ſo many idle ſoldiers, . whom 
it will no longer be poſſible to pay after the 
national treaſure is exhauſted by this expenſive 
| © ſhow, will likewiſe: excite their indignation, 
( « and lead them to the ſame exceſſes. 
The Directory ſeems o be aware of this 
[ danger; and the late decree reſpecting the 
re- eſtabliſhment of the National Guard, may 
be conſidered as a meaſure of precaution againſt 
the inſurrection of the armies. And yet, it 
is by the ſame very conſtitutional decree, that 
e the unfortunate exiles: of the 18th Fructidor 
e (or 4th. of September) 1797, were declared 
Er. traitors to the country. 
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& Tt was by the force of the bayonet that the 


Revolution was effected; it is by the SAME 


FORCE that the preſent government will be 
deſtroyed. 


« The chimerical thouſand millions of livres 


in land, with which, very imprudently, the 
troops have been amuſed, have already been 
converted into annuities promiſed to the 
armies. But can it be ſuppoſed, that they will 
reſt ſatisfied with their commutation of real 
and landed property into an annuity, to be 
diſtributed in an arbitrary manner; and 
which will be paid, like all the other annuities 


and penſions, with reductions, ſlowly, and 


in effects which are at a diſcount? More- 


over, if the value of the thouſand millions 
has not been reſerved in land, what ſecurity 


is to be given for the enormous amount of 
theſe annuities? What will be the reſult, 
ſuppoſing even the French Government is able 


to fulfil the conditions of the decree? In- 


ſtead of ' transforming this claſs of warriors 
into cultivators and fathers of families, they 
will be converted into-a maſs of idle annuitants 


and batchelors, who have not the means to 
marry; they Will .. become either 


« uſe- 


(„ 


iucarable. 


7 
uſeleſs or dangerous, and a dead burthen on 
the nation. The nation ought not to have 
been deceived, and much leſs THE $0LDIERS. 
The latter will pant for revenge, and their 
« aſſemblage for the expedition againſt England, 
and the return of the other armies after the 

concluſion of a general continental peace, will 
« furniſh them with the opportunity of avenging 


their wrongs.—SUCH 1s THE DANGEROUS 


« GAME WHICH THE DIRECTORY IS PLAY- 


« ING, IN ITS PROI ECT of A DESCENT 
« UPON ENGLAND. 2h 


Thus it ſtands expoſed, to the eye of co - 
MON SENSE, how a ſyſtem of unrelaxing DE- 
FENCE, Can, in the preſent inſtance, produce 
all the proper conſequences of a vigorous op- 
FENCE ; namely, by keeping the enemy in 
exertion, until the diſeaſe manifeſtly rankling 
within him, and whole criſis we can thus eaſily 
compute, ſhall arrive at the period of its higheſt 
malignity. THEN the work will be completed; 


not ſo much by what we do, as by what 


we cauſe to be done; not by inflicting death, but 
by exaſperating the diſtemper until it becomes 


'This 


E ml 


This work remains to be acompliſhed, either 
by that reſiſtance which ſhall defeat the enemy's 
attempts in the event of his attaining our ſhores z 
or, by throwing ſuch impediments and apprehen- 
ſions in the w-ay of his embarkation, as ſhall protract 
its execution beyond a certain period. And let 
us humbly receive, as a preſage of ſucceſs in the 
latter of theſe means, that recent and brilliant 
example of our naval proweſs, diſplayed in the 
very teeth of the invader, which has bequeathed 
the name of HOOD to the affection and 
admiration of poſterity ; ; and by which, the 
unbending pre-eminence of the Britiſh Flag, 
ſuſtained by the aid of Heaven, has transfufed 
freſh miſtruſt into the victims of the ſanguinary 
deſign, and inſpired into its authors all the alarms 
of jealouſy, and all .the determinations of de- 
ſpair, | 


